MIC6 associates with aldolase in host cell invasion by Toxoplasma gondii.
The transmembrane microneme protein MIC6 and its partner MIC1, MIC4 comprise an adhesive complex that play important roles in host cell attachment by the obligate intracellular parasite Toxoplasma gondii. Successful penetration of host cells by T. gondii depends on coordinated interactions between MICs complex and the parasite's cytoskeleton. We have identified that the carboxy-terminal cytoplasmic domain (C domain) of MIC6 interacts with aldolase and the parasite cytoskeleton. Our finding uncovers new features regarding MIC6-aldolase interactions in host cell invasion by T. gondii.